Systematic Theology

That branch of theology which deals with the logical categorization of Biblical truths by tracing the self-
revelation of God through the Scriptures as a whole and then carefully organized by doctrine. It answers the
question, "What does the whole counsel of Scripture teach us about any given topic?"

Systematic theology is the attempt to formulate a coherent philosophy which is applicable to the component
parts of a given faith's system of belief. Inherent to a system of theological thought is that a method is
developed, one which can be applied both broadly and particularly. While a systematic theology must take into
account the sacred texts of its faith, it also looks to history, philosophy, science, and ethics to produce as full a
view and as versatile a philosophical approach as possible.

In all three senses, Christian systematic theology will often touch on some or all of the following topics: God,
Trinitarianism, Revelation, Creation and Divine providence, Theodicy, Theological anthropology, Christology,
Soteriology, Ecclesiology, Eschatology, Bibliology, Hermeneutics, Sacrament, Pneumatology, Christian life,
Heaven, and interfaith statements on other religions.

John Calvin - Institutes of the Christian Religion

Book I. The Knowledge of God the Creator.

Book II. The Knowledge of God the Redeemer in Christ, First Disclosed to the Fathers under the Law, and
Then to Us in the Gospel.

Book III. The Way in Which we Receive the Grace of Christ: What Benefits Come to Us From It, and What
Effects Follow.

Book IV. The External Means or Aids by Which God Invites Us Into the Society of Christ and Holds Us

Therein.
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Questions

What is the chief end of man?

What rule has God given to direct us how we may
glorify him?

What do the Scriptures principally teach?

What is God?

Are there more Gods than one?

How many persons are there in the Godhead?
What are the decrees of God?

How does God execute his decrees?

What is the work of creation?

How did God create man?

What are God's works of providence?

What special act of providence did God exercise
toward man in the state wherein he was created?
Did our parents continue in the state wherein they
were created?

What is sin?

Did all mankind fall in Adam's first transgression?
Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?
Wherein consists the sinfulness of that state
whereinto man fell?

What is the misery of that state whereinto man fell?
Did God leave all mankind to perish in the state of
sin and misery?



Who is the Redeemer of God's elect?

How did Christ, being the Son of God, become
man?

What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer?
How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?
How does Christ execute the office of a priest?
How does Christ execute the office of a king?
Wherein did Christ's humiliation consist?
Wherein consists Christ's exaltation?

How are we made partakers of the redemption
purchased by Christ?

How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption
purchased by Christ?

What is effectual calling?

What benefits do they who are effectually called,
partake of in this life?

What is justification?

What is adoption?

What is sanctification?

What are the benefits which in this life do either
accompany or flow from justification, adoption, and
sanctification?

What benefits do believers receive from Christ at
their death?

What benefits do believers receive from Christ at
the resurrection?

What shall be done to the wicked at their death?
What shall be done to the wicked at the day of
judgment?

What did God reveal to man for the rule of his
obedience?

What is the sum of the ten commandments?
Which is the first commandment?

What is required in the first commandment?
Which is the second commandment?

What is required in the second commandment?
What is forbidden in the second commandment?
Which is the third commandment?

What is required in the third commandment?
Which is the fourth commandment?

What is required in the fourth commandment?
How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?

Which is the fifth commandment?

What is required in the fifth commandment?
What is the reason annexed to the fifth
commandment?

Which is the sixth commandment?

What is forbidden in the sixth commandment?
Which is the seventh commandment?

What is forbidden in the seventh commandment?
Which is the eighth commandment?

What is forbidden in the eighth commandment?
Which is the ninth commandment?

What is required in the ninth commandment?
Which is the tenth commandment?

What is forbidden in the tenth commandment?

Is any man able perfectly to keep the
commandments of God?

Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous?
What does every sin deserve?

How may we escape his wrath and curse due to us
for sin?

What is faith in Jesus Christ?

What is repentance to life?

What are the outward means whereby the Holy
Spirit communicates to us the benefits of
redemption?

How is the Word made effectual to salvation?
How is the Word to be read and heard that it may
become effectual to salvation?

How do Baptism and the Lord's Supper become
spiritually helpful?

What is baptism?

To whom is Baptism to be administered?

Are the infants of such as are professing believers to
be baptised?

How is baptism rightly administered?

What is the duty of such as are rightly baptised?
What is the Lord's Supper?

What is required to the worthy receiving of the
Lord's Supper?

What is meant by the words, "until he come," which
are used by the apostle Paul in reference to the the
Lord's Supper?



WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM
WITH PROOF TEXTS

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God,[1] and to enjoy him forever.[2]

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?
A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,[3] is the only rule to
direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.[4]

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe concerning God,[5] and what duty God requires of
man.[6]

Q. 4. What is God?
A. God is a Spirit,[7] infinite,[8] eternal,[9] and unchangeable,[10] in his being,[11] wisdom,[12] power,[13]
holiness,[ 14] justice,[15] goodness,[16] and truth.[17]

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?
A. There is but one only,[18] the living and true God.[19]

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A. There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;[20] and these three are one
God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.[21]

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God?
A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory,
he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.[22]

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence.[23]

Q. 9. What is the work of creation?
A. The work of creation is, God’s making all things of nothing, by the word of his power,[24] in the space of six
days, and all very good.[25]

Q. 10. How did God create man?
A. God created man male and female, after his own image,[26] in knowledge,[27] righteousness, and
holiness,[28] with dominion over the creatures.[29]

Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence?
A. God’s works of providence are, his most holy,[30] wise,[31] and powerful[32] preserving[33] and
governing[34] all his creatures, and all their actions.[35]

Q. 12. What special act of providence did God exercise towards man in the estate wherein he was created?
A. When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of perfect
obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death.[36]

Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were created?
A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from the estate wherein they were created,
by sinning against God.[37]



Q. 14. What is sin?
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.[38]

Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein they were created?
A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein they were created, was their eating the
forbidden fruit.[39]

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression?
A. The covenant being made with Adam,[40] not only for himself, but for his posterity; all mankind,
descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression.[41]

Q. 17. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?
A. The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.[42]

Q. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell?

A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam’s first sin,[43] the want of
original righteousness,[44] and the corruption of his whole nature,[45] which is commonly called original sin;
together with all actual transgressions which proceed from it.[46]

Q. 19. What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell?
A. All mankind by their fall lost communion with God,[47] are under his wrath[48] and curse,[49] and so made
liable to all the miseries of this life,[50] to death[51] itself, and to the pains of hell forever.[52]

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery?

A. God, having out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life,[53] did enter
into a covenant of grace to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an estate of
salvation by a Redeemer.[54]

Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?

A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ,[55] who, being the eternal Son of God,[56]
became man,[57] and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one person,
forever.[58]

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?

A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul,[59] being
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her,[60] yet without
sin.[61]

Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?
A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet,[62] of a priest,[63] and of a king,[64] both in his
estate of humiliation and exaltation.

Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?
A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his Word[65] and Spirit,[66] the will of God
for our salvation.[67]

Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?
A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine

justice,[68] and reconcile us to God,[69] and in making continual intercession for us.[70]

Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king?



A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us,[71] and in
restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.[72]

Q. 27. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition,[73] made under the law,[74]
undergoing the miseries of this life,[75] the wrath of God,[76] and the cursed death of the cross;[77] in being
buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time.[78]

Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation?

A. Christ’s exaltation consisteth in his rising again from the dead on the third day,[79] in ascending up into
heaven,[80] in sitting at the right hand[81] of God the Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last
day.[82]

Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by his
Holy Spirit.[83]

Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us,[84] and thereby uniting
us to Christ in our effectual calling.[85]

Q. 31. What is effectual calling?

A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our
minds in the knowledge of Christ,[86] and renewing our wills,[87] he doth persuade and enable us to embrace
Jesus Christ,[88] freely offered to us in the gospel.[89]

Q. 32. What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this life?
A. They that are effectually called do in this life partake of justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the
several benefits which in this life do either accompany or flow from them.[90]

Q. 33. What is justification?

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace,[91] wherein he pardoneth all our sins,[92] and accepteth us as
righteous in His sight,[93] only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us,[94] and received by faith
alone.[95]

Q. 35. What is sanctification?
A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace,[97] whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the
image of God,[98] and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.[99]

Q. 98. What is prayer?
A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God,[200] for things agreeable to his will,[201] in the name of
Christ,[202] with confession of our sins,[203] and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies.[204]

Q. 99. What rule hath God given for our direction in prayer?
A. The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer;[205] but the special rule of direction is that form of
prayer which Christ taught his disciples, commonly called the Lord’s Prayer.[206]

Q. 107. What doth the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?

A. The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen, teacheth us to take our encouragement in prayer from God only,[225] and in our prayers to
praise him, ascribing kingdom, power, and glory to him;[226] and, in testimony of our desire, and assurance to
be heard, we say, Amen.[227]



