
 

Week 3: Involuntary Perseverance (Numbers 11:4-15) 
 

LEADER’S INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
Brian Jones: “Sometimes God’s favor means He calls us to step out and start a new venture, and 

sometimes it means He calls us to stay put.” 

 

WELCOME & WARM-UP 
Icebreaker: (You can choose one from the following questions.) 

1. What “junk food” do you crave the most? 

2. What do you find easiest to complain about? 

  

WORSHIP 
Sing “You Are God Alone.” Prepare song sheets in advance 

 

WORD 
Note to Leaders: You can have someone read Numbers 11:4-15 OR tell the story the best as 
you can. Don’t stop and teach, try not to make points, just tell the story. Again, the objective 
is not to memorize it, but to learn it and be able to just share it. 

 

Note to Leaders: Please choose questions (one from each section) that are appropriate to the 
level of spiritual maturity of your members. Don’t feel you have to use all or any of these 
questions and you don’t have to make it to the end! Use the questions that best fit your group 
and let discussion flow. 
 

 

1. What were the general and specific complaints of the people of Israel?  

2. Why did the Lord get angry? 
3. How was Moses affected by people’s complains? 
 
 

Whether or not we realize it, negativity—in both its complaining and critical 
forms—is always expressed to two audiences: a horizontal one and a vertical one. Other people 
(horizontal) and God (vertical) witnesses our negativity. When complaining is in our head, it’s not 
a problem; when complaining is in our mouths and in our ears, it’s a problem. You can’t keep 
critical thoughts from coming into your head. But when you express them in words and actions, 
you’re sliding into a rut.  

 

1. How might Moses’ perspective have changed when God placed him in the 
uncomfortable situation of leading and providing for the Israelites? 
2. How do you tend to respond when people complain to you about petty 
things? 
3. What effect do other people’s demands, complains or negative attitudes 

have on you? 
 

 

 



         

It is difficult to put up with the petty complaints of others, and it is even harder to bless such 
people. It is important to remember that the Israelites did not deserve to be delivered out of 
Egypt, given bread to eat, or any of the many blessings God had given them. God does not bless 
us because we deserve it, He blesses us because He is good. God blessing the Israelites with meat, 
even though their complaints reflected a lack of appreciation for God, is a picture of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ 

1. As righteous people of God, what are some ways we can do with regards 
to complains/complaining? Recall Pastor Dyke’s 3 things to do. Also read 
Philippians 2:14 and note “everything”. 
 
2. What is one way you could make yourself uncomfortable in order to 
serve someone in need this week? 
 

3. In what areas of your current circumstances or relationships can you ask God to help 
you replace negativity with love? 
        

WORKS 
 
For this week, try to introduce the empty chair and have the member with prayer 
needs sit on it. The leader can ask someone to pray for him/her, or he can pray 
for him/her. 
 
 

Weekly Prayer Points 
1. Pray for the mission team going to Mexico this summer.  
2. Church 

• Elders, Pastors, Leaders and families 

• Ministries of the church 

• That CCMW would continue to love and honor God and make disciples 
3. Personal 

• Deeper intimate relationship with God 

• Righteous living 

• Salvation of family and friends 
 

 

 


